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The Roseville
Insider

50 free & cheap things to do in Roseville that
locals love — and most newcomers never find.

rosevilleweekend.com



Hey there, neighbor.

If you've lived in Roseville for a while, you already know it's better than the strip-mall reputation suggests. If you just

moved here, you're about to find out.

Every entry here is free or under $15. None of them are sponsored. None are the obvious tourist stops you'd find on
Tripadvisor. These are the places, trails, restaurants, and weekly happenings that actual Roseville residents talk about
— many of them tucked in plain sight inside an unassuming strip mall or down a creek you've driven over a hundred

times without noticing.

Use this guide for a Saturday. A summer. A first year in town. Or just to remind yourself why you stayed.

See you out there,

The Roseville Weekend team
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Trails, parks, creeks - 12 spots

Free museums, libraries, splash pads - 10 spots

Local-only favorites - 7 spots

Weekly & annual happenings - 8 spots

Auburn, Folsom, Foothills - 8 spots

The stuff only locals know - 5 spots

Month-by-month event guide

Parking, timing, hard-won advice

A note on prices and hours: things change. We update this guide annually. For real-time info, always check before you

go — and if you find something out of date, reply to any of our newsletters and we'll fix it for the next edition.
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SECTION ONE

Outdoors & Nature

Roseville sits on 78 miles of creeks. Most residents have never
walked them.

01

02

03

Miner's Ravine Trail

FREE - PAVED - 8.5 Ml END-TO-END - DOGS OK ON LEASH

Roseville's signature greenway. The paved trail follows Dry Creek and Miner's Ravine from Sierra College
Boulevard all the way to downtown, passing through tree-lined parks, suburban neighborhoods, and Olympus

Pointe Sculpture Park. You can enter and exit at dozens of points, so it doesn't need to be a full ride or run —

pick a two-mile chunk and go.

INSIDER TIP Park in the small lot behind the Home Depot on N. Sunrise for a less-crowded entry. Coyotes and
deer are common at dusk. Don't go after dark unless you have lights — riders have ended up in the creek.

Maidu Regional Park
FREE - 152 ACRES - TRAILS, PLAYGROUND, MUSEUM
The biggest park in town and the most underused. There's a 2.5-mile walking and biking loop, native grinding

stones visible right off the trail, a kids' playground, soccer fields, and the Maidu Museum and Historic Site

tucked in the back. Bring a picnic and stay all afternoon.

INSIDER TIP The grinding stones — depressions ground into the bedrock by Nisenan Maidu women over
centuries — are easy to miss. They're near the small interpretive area behind the museum. Bring kids and let them find
them.

Olympus Pointe Sculpture Park
FREE - OPEN-AIR ART - TRAIL-ACCESSIBLE

A free, drive-by-it-every-week outdoor sculpture park sitting between Miner's Ravine Trail and the office park
behind Sunrise. The most famous piece is "Cosmos" — the tall red sculpture you've definitely seen if you've

driven Eureka. Stop, walk through, take a few photos. Ten minutes well spent.

Roseville Weekend - rosevilleweekend.com - Page 4



04

05

06

07

Harry Crabb Park

FREE - QUIET - WALKING, BASKETBALL, TENNIS

Tucked next to Morgan Creek Golf Club, this is the park locals send their kids to when Maidu is packed. Paved
and dirt trails, basketball and tennis courts, playground, soccer fields. Surprisingly empty most weekdays. A

favorite for families and walkers who want a quiet, flat loop.

Pleasant Grove Creek Trail to Blue Oaks
FREE - 2.5 M|l - PAVED - STROLLER-FRIENDLY

Roseville's west-side answer to Miner's Ravine. Gentle, family-friendly, and shaded in summer. A solid morning

walk or after-dinner stroll. Connects neighborhoods you might not otherwise see.

The Dry Creek Footbridge

FREE - QUICK STOP - OFF FOLSOM ROAD TRAILHEAD

From the Folsom Road trailhead, it's about 3/4 mile of paved path to a wooden footbridge that crosses the
confluence of Antelope Creek and Miner's Ravine Creek — the technical "headwaters" of Dry Creek. Quiet,

shaded, perfect short walk. Often empty.

Mahany Park

FREE - WALKING TRAIL - LIBRARY + FARMERS MARKET ON-SITE

A small but mighty park with a paved walking loop, the Mahany Library, a community center, and a year-round

Sunday farmers market (9am—1pm). Stack a walk + market run + library trip in one visit.
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09

10

11

12

Folsom Lake — Beal's Point
$12 VEHICLE ENTRY - BEACH, SWIM, KAYAK - 25 MIN FROM ROSEVILLE

The closest real beach to Roseville. Sandy shore, clear water, picnic tables under oaks. Beal's Point Trail also
kicks off here — an easy 3.1 mile walk along the shoreline. Bring a paddleboard if you have one; rentals are

available nearby in Granite Bay.

INSIDER TIP Arrive before 9am on summer weekends or you'll fight for parking. The park fills up by 10:30 on hot
Saturdays. The Roseville Public Library loans out free California State Park day passes — check with any branch
before you pay for a day-use fee.

Granite Bay Connector Trail
FREE - MTB - INTERMEDIATE - ROCKY SINGLETRACK

For mountain bikers who don't want to drive an hour. Rocky, technical sections with real singletrack, plus lake

views as a reward. Closest legit MTB trail to Roseville.

Lake Natoma
FREE SHORE ACCESS - KAYAK/SUP RENTALS NEARBY - 20 MIN AWAY

Folsom Lake's smaller, calmer sibling. No motorized boats means glassy water perfect for kayaking and stand-up

paddleboarding. Rowing teams practice here. Walk or bike the 12-mile loop trail around it.

Royer Park

FREE - DOWNTOWN - PLAYGROUND, PICNIC, SLEDDING HILL

Roseville's oldest park, right next to downtown. Massive oak trees, a playground that's actually shaded in
summer, and a grass hill that turns into a sledding spot the rare time we get snow. Connects to the Miner's Ravine
Trail.

Secret Ravine Open Space
FREE - DIRT TRAIL - LESS DEVELOPED

Less polished than Miner's Ravine — and that's the point. Dirt singletrack along Secret Ravine creek, oak

woodland, occasional deer. The "wild" version of a Roseville walk.
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SECTION TWO

Family & Kids

Indoor, outdoor, educational, and refreshingly free.

13

14

15

Maidu Museum & Historic Site
FREE - PETROGLYPHS ON-SITE - 1970 JOHNSON RANCH DR

One of Roseville's most underrated free attractions. Open-air petroglyph trail (genuinely thousands of years old)
plus an indoor museum on Nisenan Maidu history. Kids do well here because there's a short outdoor walk plus

hands-on indoor exhibits. Plan 60-90 minutes.

Roseville Utility Exploration Center
FREE - INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS - BEST FOR AGES 4-12

Hands-down the best free indoor activity in town for kids. Interactive exhibits on water conservation, renewable
energy, and electricity — kids think they're playing, they're actually learning. Plan an hour. Often hosts free

family events.

Roseville Telephone Museum
FREE - 106 VERNON ST - DOWNTOWN

The quirkiest free museum in Roseville. One of the most extensive antique phone collections in the country, run
by current and retired phone-company employees who love telling the stories. Kids get to play with switchboards

and rotary phones. Surprisingly fascinating for adults.
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Roseville Public Library — Storytime
FREE - ALL LOCATIONS - WEEKLY

Storytime at Riley, Maidu, and Downtown libraries runs throughout the year and changes themes regularly. The
libraries also host seasonal reading challenges, teen blackout-poetry events, "Create!" craft sessions, and the

underrated Sensory-Friendly Museum Day for kids who need it.

The library system's full calendar at roseville.ca.us/residents/kids is the single best resource for free
kids' activities in town. Bookmark it.

Carnegie Library Historical Museum
FREE - DOWNTOWN - LOCAL HISTORY

Inside the original 1912 Carnegie library building. Small but engaging exhibits on Roseville's railroad-town

origins. The building itself is worth visiting. Pair with the Telephone Museum and a downtown walk.

Blue Line Arts Gallery

FREE - DOWNTOWN - ROTATING EXHIBITS

Roseville's contemporary art gallery. Free to wander, rotating local artists, occasional free opening receptions

with snacks. Small enough that you can do it in 20 minutes — perfect "kill time before dinner downtown" stop.

Fountains at Roseville Splash Pad
FREE - MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY - BRING TOWELS

The interactive water-jet area at the Fountains shopping center. Open in summer, free to use, kids love it. Plant

yourself at one of the patio tables nearby, grab coffee, and let them tire themselves out.

Roseville Aquatics Complex — Public Swim
$5-$8 - SUMMER - 3051 WOODCREEK OAKS BLVD

An Olympic-sized competition pool with public swim hours all summer. Often less crowded than the Fountains

splash pad after 4pm. Great deal for the price.
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21

22

Adventure Club at City Rec

LOW COST - DROP-IN PROGRAMS - AFTER-SCHOOL OPTIONS

The City of Roseville's drop-in kids' rec programs run year-round and cost a fraction of private equivalents.

Check the latest catalog at roseville.ca.us — programs change quarterly.

Denio's Farmers Market & Swap Meet
$1-$3 ENTRY - FRI/SAT/SUN - AUBURN BLVD

Just over the Roseville line in Roseville/Citrus Heights, Denio's is a sprawling weekend swap-meet-meets-
farmers-market. Treasure-hunt for kids, cheap produce, $2 tacos. A genuine taste of how the region looked 40

years ago.
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SECTION THREE

Eats & Treats Under $15

The local-only spots tourists never find — most are in strip malls.

23

24

25

26

Nixtaco
TACOS $5-8 - UNASSUMING STRIP MALL - WORTH THE WAIT

The best taco in the Sacramento region, and it's in Roseville. Named for nixtamalization — the ancient process of
treating corn — the tortillas alone are worth the trip. Duck carnitas, octopus, steak and bone marrow. Real chefs,

no pretense, perfect execution. Always a line at lunch and dinner.

INSIDER TIP Go between 2:30 and 4pm to skip the line. Order the duck carnitas. Bring cash for the propina jar.

The Place

PASTA $14-16 - FAMILY-OWNED 40+ YEARS - GENERATIONS OF REGULARS

Three generations of Roseville families have come here for the lasagna, hand-rolled gnocchi, and "beast bread."
Thin-crust pizzas with house-made sausage. Red-checkered tablecloths. The opposite of trendy fusion. Order the

lasagna and the beast bread and don't overthink it.

Old Town Pizza

SLICES $4-6 - DOWNTOWN - VERNON STREET

Downtown's reliable slice shop. Big slices, generous toppings, real-people prices. The spot for a quick bite before

walking around downtown or hitting Vernon Street Town Square on a Tuesday night.

Roundhouse Deli
SANDWICHES $9-12 - DOWNTOWN - CLOSES EARLY

The downtown sandwich shop everyone loves and few people from outside Roseville have heard of. Big

portions, friendly counter staff, walkable to Vernon Square. A standing lunch order for downtown workers.
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27

28

29

Tokyo Ice Cream
$5-8 PER SCOOP - JAPANESE STYLE - MOCHI, TAIYAKI

Mochi ice cream, taiyaki (fish-shaped pastries filled with ice cream), Japanese-style flavors done well. Open late

on weekends. Great post-dinner-downtown stop.

Mahany Park Sunday Farmers Market

FREE ENTRY - 9AM-1PM SUNDAYS - YEAR-ROUND

The local favorite. Year-round, rain or shine, with ethnic food vendors, fresh produce, baked goods, and live

music. Widely considered the best farmers market in the region. Stroll the park before or after.

Whole Foods Tuesday Market

FREE ENTRY - 8:30AM—1PM TUESDAYS - GALLERIA BLVD

Different vibe from Mahany. Lunchtime crowd, busy shopping-center energy, broader produce selection. Quick

stop on a weekday for fresh produce or flowers.
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SECTION FOUR

Free Events & Community

The recurring stuff worth putting on your calendar now.

30

31

32

33

Downtown Tuesday Nights
FREE - TUESDAYS IN JUNE & JULY - 5PM-9PM - VERNON SQUARE

The single best weekly event in Roseville. Every Tuesday in June and July (except July 4), Vernon Street shuts
down for a free street fair: classic car show, live bands, food trucks, kids' zone, local vendor booths. Pure

summer-evening Americana. Bring lawn chairs if you want to plant for the music.

INSIDER TIP Park in the Vernon Street Parking Garage next to Blue Line Arts — use the Oak Street entrance. It
fills by 6pm. Get there by 5:30.

Springtime in the Square
FREE ENTRY - MID-MAY - SUNDAY - VERNON SQUARE

Spring festival with 100+ vendors, food trucks, live music, and a paid kids' zone. The unofficial kickoff to
outdoor festival season in Roseville. Free admission, pre-buy kids zone tickets online if you're going with little

ones.

June Fest Jamboree
FREE - MID-JUNE - MAIDU COMMUNITY PARK

A summer-kickoff festival at Maidu Park with live music, food trucks, and family activities. Less downtown-

busy than the Vernon Square events. Great for families who want a calmer crowd.

Summer Family Fun Fest
FREE - MID-JULY - VERNON SQUARE - 10AM-3PM

100+ vendors, two live bands, food trucks, free kids' crafts, kids' zone activities. Easily worth a Sunday afternoon

if you're in town.
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34

35

36

37

Falling Leaf Festival
FREE - MID-OCTOBER - VERNON SQUARE - 10AM-3PM

The fall version of Springtime in the Square. Pumpkin painting, a pumpkin carving contest, dessert contest, kids

games, live music, and 100+ makers. Best with a hot cider in hand and a sweater.

Improv Playground
FREE FIRST TIME - TUESDAYS 6-8PM - HOLISTIC LIGHT HOUSE

An open, friendly improv group at the Holistic Light House (Vernon Square area). First visit is free. Run by The

Improv Impact — emphasis on joy, not perfection. Two hours of laughs.

Big Boy Bash & Makers on the Rail

FREE - EARLY APRIL - VERNON SQUARE - TIED TO BIG BOY STEAM TRAIN TOUR

When the Union Pacific Big Boy steam train tours through Roseville (every few years), the town throws a Big
Boy Bash: live music, lawn games, inflatable kids' zone, food trucks, and 100+ makers. Easily the most

photogenic event of the year. Check the date — it's not annual.

Vernon Town Square First-Saturday Farmers Market
FREE - FIRST SATURDAY MONTHLY - 311 VERNON ST

Run by Cross Roads NPO (a nonprofit helping foster kids develop workplace skills). Local vendors, produce,

crafts, jewelry, food trucks, occasional live music. Smaller and more intimate than the festivals.
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SECTION FIVE

Day Trips Within an Hour

Northern California's hidden gems are closer than you think.

38

39

40

Old Town Auburn

30 MIN AWAY - GOLD-RUSH HISTORY - ANTIQUE SHOPS

Roseville's nearest gold-country town. Boutique shops, the Old Town Firehouse, the Bernhard Museum, Gold
Rush Museum, and a half-dozen restaurants in old stone buildings. Spend the morning wandering, eat lunch,

drive home — perfect three-hour escape.

Hidden Falls Regional Park

$5 WEEKDAY PARKING - WEEKEND RESERVATIONS REQUIRED - 45 MIN AWAY

1,200 acres, 30 miles of trails, two observation decks over a 30-foot waterfall. The closest "real" waterfall to
Roseville. Family-friendly main loop, plus harder loops if you want a workout. Pair with lunch at Auburn

Alehouse on the way home.

INSIDER TIP Weekend parking requires a reservation booked in advance at placer.ca.gov/hiddenfalls. Go on a
weekday and skip the system entirely. Spring is greenest.

Foresthill Bridge

FREE - 50 MIN AWAY .- 5TH TALLEST BRIDGE IN THE U.S.

You can drive across it. You can walk it. You can stand at the middle and watch the American River 730 feet
below. There's a paid releases-from-the-dam waterfall spectacle nearby — check schedules. Pair with the No

Hands Bridge trail in the Auburn State Recreation Area.
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42

43

44

Historic Folsom + Folsom Zoo Sanctuary
25 MIN AWAY - ANTIQUE SHOPS + RESCUED WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Folsom's old town district has antique shops, restaurants, and the Folsom History Museum. The Folsom City Zoo
is actually a sanctuary for rescued wild animals — different from a traditional zoo. A small steam train circles the

grounds. Perfect for kids who love both trains and animals.

South Yuba River State Park

$10 ENTRY - 1 HR AWAY - SWIMMING HOLES, COVERED BRIDGE

Famous for its swimming holes and the longest single-span wooden covered bridge in the U.S. Hot summer day?

This is where locals go to actually cool off. Brisk Sierra water, oak woodlands, easy trails.

Empire Mine State Park

$7 ENTRY - 1 HR AWAY - GRASS VALLEY - HISTORIC MINE + ESTATE

One of California's oldest, largest, and deepest hard-rock gold mines. Tour the mine entrance, walk the gardens of

the owner's mansion, hike the surrounding 14 miles of trails. Surprisingly underrated.

Donner Lake / Truckee
1.5 HR AWAY - BEACH, SWIM, KAYAK, HISTORY

If Lake Tahoe is too crowded (and on summer weekends it is), Donner Lake is its quieter, cheaper cousin.
Swimming, kayaking, beach picnics, plus the Donner Party history at the state park. Stop in Truckee for dinner

on the drive home.
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Griffith Quarry Park — Penryn

FREE - 20 MIN AWAY - HISTORIC QUARRY - SHADED PICNIC AREA

One of the most overlooked spots in Placer County. This small park in Penryn sits on the grounds of a 19th-
century granite quarry that supplied stone for buildings across California — including the San Francisco Mint.
There's a restored quarry building, shaded picnic areas, a small pond, and interpretive signs that tell the full story.
Calm, uncrowded, and genuinely interesting. Most Roseville residents have never been despite it being 20

minutes away.

INSIDER TIP Pair it with a stop at one of the Penryn-area fruit stands if you're going in summer or fall. The drive

through Penryn itself is one of the nicer short rural drives in Placer County.
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SECTION SIX

Local Secrets

The stuff only people who've lived here a while know.

46 The Solo Tree (#thatrosevillesolotree)
FREE - PHOTOGRAPHY SPOT - PRIVATE PROPERTY — BE RESPECTFUL

The lone oak tree on the west edge of Roseville that's become an Instagram landmark. Search the hashtag and

you'll see why. Drive west until houses thin out and rolling grass takes over.

IMPORTANT The tree is on private property. Photograph from the public road. Don't trespass. Locals who do this
respectfully keep the spot open for everyone.

47  Maidu Grinding Stones

FREE - MAIDU PARK - EASY TO MISS

Centuries-old grinding stones — bedrock depressions worn smooth by generations of Nisenan Maidu women
processing acorns — sit right along the Maidu Park trail. Most visitors walk right past. Look for the interpretive

panels near the museum.

48 Sunrise at Beal's Point
FREE BEFORE PARK OPENS - FOLSOM LAKE

The walk-in entrance opens before the vehicle gate. If you park outside and walk in at sunrise, you'll get the lake
almost entirely to yourself — fog on the water, deer at the shore, zero people. Roseville's most underrated 20-

minute experience.

49  The PFE Footbridge

FREE - DOWNTOWN - HISTORIC RAILROAD CROSSING

An old Pacific Fruit Express footbridge crossing the rail yards near downtown. A reminder that Roseville was

built on the railroad — and you can stand right above it. Best for photos at golden hour.
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The "Free Parking"” Move Downtown
FREE - VERNON STREET AREA

The Vernon Street Parking Garage (Oak Street entrance) is free for the first two hours. Most events run 5-9pm; if
you arrive after 7pm and only stay 2 hours, you pay nothing. The garage is right next to Blue Line Arts and

walkable to everything downtown.
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Seasonal Calendar

When the best free stuff actually happens, month by month.

JANUARY Quiet month. Best for library events, museums, and indoor activities. Walking and biking are
enjoyable if you tolerate fog.

FEBRUARY Almond blossom season begins in the surrounding valleys. Drive west out of town for the pink-

and-white groves.

MARCH Wildflowers kick off at Hidden Falls. Miner's Ravine is at its greenest. Library spring

reading challenges start.

APRIL Possible Big Boy Bash if the steam train tours. Trails are peak green — best month for a
Hidden Falls visit.
MAY Springtime in the Square festival. Folsom Lake fills back up. Last comfortable month

to do midday outdoor activities before heat.

JUNE Downtown Tuesday Nights begin. June Fest Jamboree at Maidu. Lake swimming

season opens.

JULY Downtown Tuesday Nights continue (skip July 4). Summer Family Fun Fest mid-

month. South Yuba River is in full swing. Get outdoor activities done before 10am.

AUGUST Hottest month. Indoor museums, splash pad, library, and Folsom Lake before 9am. Donner
Lake is a smart escape.

SEPTEMBER  Temperatures break. Outdoor activities return to comfortable. Hidden Falls uncrowded again. Patio

season returns.

OCTOBER Falling Leaf Festival. Old Town Auburn is at its best — gold-rush vibes plus actual fall color.
Pumpkin patches open in surrounding farmland.

NOVEMBER Crisp walking and biking weather. Holiday markets begin. Mahany Sunday market is at peak

produce.
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DECEMBER Vernon Street holiday lights. Downtown Roseville goes full small-town-Christmas. Free to walk
through.
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Local Pro Tips

Things you only learn the long way.

Park free at Vernon Garage, Oak Street entrance.

Two hours free. The most underused parking move in town. Most people park on the street and pay, or park at the more

obvious Lincoln Street side. Oak Street is right next to Blue Line Arts and just as close to everything.

Folsom Lake fills by 10:30 on summer weekends.

Be there by 9, or come after 4pm when day-trippers leave. The Roseville Public Library loans out free California State
Park day passes — check with any branch before you pay a day-use fee. The annual pass ($125) also pays back after four
visits if you go often.

Hidden Falls weekend = reservation required.

Book at placer.ca.gov/hiddenfalls before you drive 45 minutes out there. Or just go on a weekday and skip the system.

Weekdays are also less crowded on the trails.

The Maidu Library calendar is the secret weapon for parents.

Free kids' programming, sensory-friendly events, teen workshops, science nights — they run constantly and almost

nothing is publicized outside the library system. Bookmark reseville.ca.us/residents/kids.

Nixtaco's late-lunch window beats the crush.
2:30—4pm. Walk right in. Order the duck carnitas. Bring cash for the tip jar.

Always check the Roseville Weekend newsletter Friday morning.

OK, this one is ours. But you'll get the week ahead — what's happening, what's new, what to skip — every Friday, free, in

your inbox. (You already signed up to get this guide — see you Friday.)
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ONE MORE THING

This guide is updated once a
year. The newsletter goes out
every Friday.

If this guide saved you a Google search or pointed you to something new, the weekly
newsletter is the easiest way to stay in the loop on what's happening in Roseville —

events, openings, local stories, and the occasional well-tested restaurant tip.

Free. No spam. Unsubscribe whenever. We read every reply.

rosevilleweekend.com
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